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OUR MISSION:
Through our dedication to 
protecting and preserving non-
renewable cultural resources, 
Quality Services, Inc. (QSI) 
provides innovative solutions 
that are cost effective, timely 
and tailored to each client and 
project.

As our name indicates, 
Quality Services, Inc. 
products are of the highest 
caliber due to our experience, 
knowledge, and thorough 
comprehension of federal, 
state, and local requirements.  

Our excellent working 
relationships with tribal 
organizations, government 
agencies, State Historic 
Preservation Offices and other 
regulatory bodies is key to 
our success in meeting and 
exceeding the needs of our 
clients.

  Service area and office location

APRIL 2019 PROJECT NEWS:  Rapid Creek Fisheries Habitat Reclamation

   Quality Services, Inc. began a Level III intensive pedestrian cultural resource inven-
tory of the Rapid Creek Fisheries Phase II Habitat Reclamation Project in Pennington 
County, South Dakota in the fall of October 2017.  The proposed project consists of 
rehabilitating the channel of Rapid Creek between Pactola Dam and Placerville Camp, 
as well as the areas on the adjacent banks in order to provide a better habitat for fish, and 
to allow for recreational fishing in these areas. In connection with improving the fishing 
experience, repairs to the existing trail bridge at Placerville Camp and the approaches 
on either side were included in the pedestrian inventory. Existing access roads are to be 
utilized by construction workers, and the staging areas for the placement of equipment 
and construction materials are to be created near the work locations. 
   QSI’s Level III inventory covered 62 acres that were not already covered by previous 
adequate surveys. QSI also revisited six National Register of Historic Places eligible 
archeological resources and ten eligible structures within the proposed project area, as-
sessing each for potential project effects. The archeological resources included a mining 
camp, a cabin complex, two placer mines, the remains of a flume, and a railroad grade. 
The eligible structures included five cabins, a root cellar, Pactola Dam, and the dam’s 
spillway.  QSI returned to the proposed project area in December of 2018 to conduct 
supplemental fieldwork for the new staging area.
   Fifteen meter wide transects were used for initial field inventory. Due to known mining 
features and the presence of numerous Ponderosa pines in the original proposed location 
for the eastern staging area, additonal staging areas and other portions of the site were 
also inventoried for cultural features in 2017. This included a creek terrace where the 
new staging area is now planned. The December 2018 visit was to verify that the new 
location could be used and to re-record site features in the area at the request of the 
Black Hills National Forest.               
                   (continued Page 2)

A current  fish habitat below Pactola Dam in Rapid Creek.



In The Office: 

   QSI conducted a two-day Tribal Cultural Resource 
Specialist (TCRS) training for our Tribal member 
employees.  The TCRS that attended the training were 
Barbara Bowker, Bennett Yellow Hawk, Ed Kerst-
iens, Isaac Weston, and Lisa Little Iron.  The training 
was conducted by Reuben Weston, Jana Morehouse, 
Sydney Boos, Mark Carpenter and Lisa Nesselbeck of 
QSI.
  Topics focused on the Native American aspect of cul-
tural materials that may be discovered during project 
work, the correct archeological response to those finds, 
and safety. A brief history of important Native Amer-
ican sites both on and off the Pine Ridge Reservation 
was also discussed.
  

Don’t forget to follow us on Facebook! 
www.facebook.com/QualityServicesIncSD

Do the best you can until you know better.  Then, when you know better, do better.  
-Maya Angelo

WHAT OUR CLIENTS 
ARE SAYING:

“Kudos to your folks for delivering on-
time and producing consistently accu-
rate/thorough reports!  Thanks again 

for all your hard work and reliability in 
general.  It certainly made my job here 

easier!”  
--Meredith, CBRE Inc.

(continued from Page 1)  
   South Dakota Game Fish & Parks plans to place approximately 30 boulders in the creek along with several log jams and 
gravel bars to create additional fish habitats.  In addition, they will plant trees or shrubs along the creek in a meadow area.  
This area is at the start of a bend in the creek and the planting would help stabilize the bank. Some of the boulders will 
also be placed to provide areas of bank stabilization at current creek crossings.
   According to https://gfp.sd.gov/UserDocs/nav/BHStreamsSummary.pdf , Black Hills streams are facing issues including 
insufficient instream flows, high summer water temperatures, insufficient habitat, increased urban development, and insuf-
ficient protection efforts.  These major issues may be impacting current trout populations and the ability to increase those 
trout populations.  By adding in more instream fish habitats such as boulders, log jams, and gravel bars, the trout will have 
more shady protection available to them, encouraging increased trout populations and making the angler experience more 
enjoyable in the new catch-and-release areas.
   If QSI’s recommendations are followed, there will be no adverse effects to any of the historical resources and structures 
within the project areas.

One of the cabins within the project area. Boulders provide safe habitats for trout.

From left to right:  Reuben Weston, Jana Morehouse, Ed Kerstiens, Logan 
Bullard, Isaac Weston, Lisa Little Elk, Bennett Yellow Hawk, and Barb 
Bowker


