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OUR MISSION:
Through our dedication to 
protecting and preserving 
non-renewable cultural 
resources, Quality Services, 
Inc. (QSI) provides 
innovative solutions that are 
cost effective, timely and 
tailored to each client and 
project.

As our name indicates, 
Quality Services, Inc. 
products are of the highest 
caliber due to our experience, 
knowledge, and thorough 
comprehension of federal, 
state, and local requirements.  

Our excellent working 
relationships with tribal 
organizations, government 
agencies, State Historic 
Preservation Offices and other 
regulatory bodies is key to 
our success in meeting and 
exceeding the needs of our 
clients.

  Service area and office location

FEBRUARY 2019 PROJECT NEWS:  Newell to Vale Rural Cable Exchange   
   This month Quality Services, Inc. (QSI) takes a look back at a cultural resource inven-
tory QSI Archeologist Jana Morehouse conducted for the West River Cooperative Tele-
phone Company’s Newell to Vale Rural Exchange buried fiberoptic cable project in Butte 
and Meade counties.  The records search for this project showed that previously recorded 
archeological sites and historic structures were within one mile of the proposed cables, 
including the Belle Fourche Irrigation Project (BFIP) system, which is listed on the Na-

tional Register of Historic Places 
(NRHP).  During the project 
inventory, there were 63 BFIP 
irrigation features documented. 
Thirty-four had been previously 
recorded by the Bureau of Recla-
mation (BOR). The other 29 had 
not.  QSI recommended these 
irrigation features be avoided 
by the proposed work by boring 
under them whether they were 
contributing or non-contributing 
to the overall cultural resource.
   The Belle Fourche Irrigation 

Project began in 1902 by the Bureau of Reclamation, in order to irrigate the arid lands 
surrounding the towns of Newell, Nisland, and Vale, South Dakota. The construction 
took over ten years to complete, and irrigated over 60,000 acres of new and existing 
farmland. 
   The BOR reconstructed large portions of this 
irrigation project, including repairs at Orman Dam, 
in 1939.  Much of this work was done by young 
men of the Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC), 
who lived at Camp Fruitdale below the south end of 
Orman Dam. In addition to aiding in the reconstruc-
tion, these CCC enrollees taught farmers to grow 
valuable pasture crops like strawberry clover and 
brome grass.  When the CCC vacated Camp Fruit-
dale in 1942, the War Department used the camp to 
house German prisoners of war who were captured 
in 1943 in North Africa and Anzio, Italy, and in 
1944 at Normandy. These German soldiers provided 
labor to local farmers.
   Although crops have varied through the years, 
modern farmers still use the Belle Fourche Irrigation 
Project to nourish their crops of alfalfa, barley, oats 
and corn on over 57,000 acres.

Irrigation construction, circa 1910.

Part of the Belle Fourche Irrigation Project today.



Don’t forget to follow us on Facebook! 
www.facebook.com/QualityServicesIncSD

In The Spotlight: Jana Morehouse

What our clients are saying: Thank you, Lance.We appreciate the good work you 
and your team do for us.  --Brenna G., Apex Clean Energy

The QSI team collected items for the Cornerstone Women & Children’s 
Home in Rapid City.  Jana Morehouse, Elena Houk, and Francie Davis 
delivered these items for the residents just in time for Valentines’ Day.  

In Our 
Community:

   
   QSI sat down with Principal Investigator & Operations Manager Jana Morehouse this month.  We hope you enjoy her 
perspective as much as we do!
Jana, when is the first time you thought “I want to be an archeologist”?
   I am one of the few archeologists that I know who knew even in elementary school that I wanted to do this.  I’ve 
always loved museums, playing in the dirt, and learning about people in the past.  I took an anthropology class in high 
school that led me to an internship at a local museum.  As I worked there, I realized that I really liked learning about the 
stuff people in the past used even more than I liked learning about the people!  This naturally led me to getting my BS, 
MS, and working on my PhD all in anthropology at the University of New Mexico.
What projects have you been involved in that stand out in your mind?
   Before coming to QSI, I was an archeologist on the Hawaiian Archaeological Research Project from May 2003-May 
2013.  I learned how to incorporate mapping and archeology, which led me to realizing that archeology wasn’t just the 
little things that are found, but also the much bigger things such as the landscape around the find.  This project was 
also when I became fascinated with the ways people used water and how people moved water, leading to my study of 
hydrology and irrigation systems. Another project that I’ll never forget is when QSI worked down in Pine Ridge at a 
Sundance site before it was recommended to be added to the National Registry of Historic Places.  Being there really 
opened my eyes to how connected people and cultures today are to the past.
Tell us about your areas of expertise:
   I have over 12 years of GIS experience, including LiDar and FARO 3D Scanners.  I also have a very strong back-
ground in Hydrology & Irrigation studies. Currently, being the Operations Manager and a Principal Investigator at QSI 
has taught me that organization in the field translates to organization in the office.  My field time now also has me al-
ways thinking about what kinds of projects QSI can be doing, not just on the current project but also on future projects.
What advice would you give someone wanting to get started in this field?
   Find a field school and get your hands dirty!  One good resource is to start at your State Historical Society and see 
what schools they have available.  There are multiple foreign opportunities that can be amazing experiences as well!
What do you like about working with QSI?
   So many things!  I like that we are a small business, and that we have so much variety in the projects we do and where 
we do them.  I also really like that we are able to work directly with our clients. And of course I believe our staff is the 
best that there is--a kind, hardworking, creative group of people. 
What goals do you have for 2019?
   I will be presenting in April on a panel with the Society for American Archaeology in Albuquerque, NM.  We also 
have a few projects this year that will be really interesting. Keep an eye on the newsletter for them!


