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OUR MISSION:
Through our dedication to 
protecting and preserving non-
renewable cultural resources, 
Quality Services, Inc. (QSI) 
provides innovative solutions 
that are cost effective, timely 
and tailored to each client and 
project.

As our name indicates, 
Quality Services, Inc. 
products are of the highest 
caliber due to our experience, 
knowledge, and thorough 
comprehension of federal, 
state, and local requirements.  

Our excellent working 
relationships with tribal 
organizations, government 
agencies, State Historic 
Preservation Offices and other 
regulatory bodies is key to 
our success in meeting and 
exceeding the needs of our 
clients.

  Service area and office location

MARCH 2019 PROJECT NEWS:  Sturgis Sanitary Sewer Interceptor
This month Quality Services, Inc. (QSI) is wrapping up what we hope is our coldest 
project of 2019.  From January through March, QSI archeologists have been monitor-
ing the project area for the City of Sturgis’s Sanitary Sewer and Water Treatment Sys-
tem upgrades. While the project area generally follows the existing sewer line that was 
placed in the 1980s as well as an earlier terracotta pipe sewer, it was determined that this 
project did require Section 106 consultation. This consultation resulted in QSI archeolo-
gists at the construction site to monitor construction activities.  An archeological monitor 
observes the construction activities by checking displaced soils and excavated areas for 
cultural materials in addition to monitoring the construction crew’s adherence to the 
construction limits and avoiding archeological features.
           Construction activities consisted 

of backhoe excavation between the 
existing sewer lines, grading with 
rock, placing sewer pipes in 14.75 
ft. segments along 1.24 miles, and 
backfilling the trench.  Topsoil 
replacement, and rehabilitation of 
right-of-way activities are conducted 
upon the sewer line project comple-
tion. 

      One intriguing artifact discovered 
during excavation included a brass 
bullet casing.  The bullet casing 
is a .45-70 Government rifle shell 
head stamped with the letter F top 

of center, and the numbers 6 and 88 
on either side of the center.  An additional letter has worn off bottom of center.  Initial 
reasearch indicates the casing was manufactured by Frankford Armory in Philidelphia, 
Pennsylvania in June of 1888.  

A trench box is placed to prevent cave-ins.

Side view of the .45-70 Government brass bullet casing. .45-70 brass bullet head.



In The Spotlight:  Mark Carpenter
   
This month QSI enjoyed a quick interview with principal investigator Mark Carpenter.

	 Mark,	what	brought	you	to	the	field	of	archeology?
  Growing up in a military family, we moved around a lot.  These moves included Texas, 
Mississippi, Virginia, Arizona, Florida, New York and a combined 8 ½ years in Germany, 
including my own military career in the Air Force. The time in Germany really got me 
interested in European history.  It’s hard not to be intrigued when you are surrounded by 
castles and original Roman roads that were built over 2000 years ago.  
  By the time I got to high school, I knew I wanted to be involved as much as possible in 
the fields of history, anthropology, and archeology.  Since then, I’ve really become a jack of all trades.  My education 
includes a dual B.A. in Anthropology and History with a minor in Geology from Owego State University in New York, 
a M.A. in Anthropology from Louisiana State University, and Ph.D. coursework in Anthropology through SUNY 
Buffalo.  My expertise includes Historical Research, Prehistoric Lithics, Historic Artifacts, and Mesoamerican “stele”: 
carved stone monuments from the Mayan culture.  I’ve worked closely with the Seneca Nation and the Oglala Sioux 
Tribe, and I have an extensive education in architectural history.
	 What	projects	rank	among	your	favorites?
  QSI  has done a number of projects in Deadwood that have really been interesting.  The old Auditorium was turned 
into a Recreational Center, and we were involved as they prepared to build an annex.  After we discovered an old 
foundation, it turned into a full excavation with numerous artifacts found as well as an old placer mine.  QSI  was also 
involved with the new Tru Hotel addition in Deadwood.  We found another placer mine and multiple artifacts. 
  Before joining QSI , I was involved in fieldwork at Chichen Itza in Mexico where I helped map some of the buildings, 
as well as field work on Frenchman’s Cay, Belize.  Both experiences were very enjoyable.
	 What	advice	would	you	give	someone	wanting	to	get	started	in	this	field?
One of the things I would tell anyone is to be prepared to do a lot of hard work.  The fun things don’t usually happen 
right away, but it is very rewarding when it all falls together and becomes a career.
	 What	do	you	like	about	working	with	QSI ?
I came from New York to South Dakota to work with Quality	Services,	Inc. in 2008. I enjoy all the different things I get 
to do each day. My days can take me from prehistoric to historic to architectural in a matter of hours, and I really appre-
ciate the variety and the clients that we work with. 
	 What	goals	do	you	have	for	2019?
There are some training possibilities that I am looking into regarding Cold War and World War II pattern armories that 
would be very interesting.  I will continue growing my historical architectural knowledge and become more adept at the 
minute details involved.

In Our Community:
(Left to right) Lisa Nesselbeck, Mark 
Carpenter, Lindsay Scott, Jeff Larson, Jana 
Morehouse and Francie Davis all completed 
CPR & First Aid certification this month 
through the YMCA.  We genuinely hope we 
will not need to use these skills, yet we are 
now better prepared for ourselves and others 
in the field, office, and at home.

LUCK IS WHAT HAPPENS WHEN PREPARATION MEETS OPPORTUNITY.  --SENECA

WHAT OUR CLIENTS 
ARE SAYING:

Thank you guys so much 
for all of your support!!

--Jennie G.
Apex Clean Energy


