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OUR MISSION:
Through our dedication to 
protecting and preserving non-
renewable cultural resources, 
Quality Services, Inc. (QSI) 
provides innovative solutions 
that are cost effective, timely 
and tailored to each client and 
project.

As our name indicates, 
Quality Services, Inc. 
products are of the highest 
caliber due to our experience, 
knowledge, and thorough 
comprehension of federal, 
state, and local requirements.  

Our excellent working 
relationships with tribal 
organizations, government 
agencies, State Historic 
Preservation Offices and other 
regulatory bodies is key to 
our success in meeting and 
exceeding the needs of our 
clients.

Service area and office location:

MAY 2019 PROJECT NEWS:  Jean Kessloff & The McGillycuddy House
   Quality Services, Inc. (QSI) had the honor of visiting with Jean Kessloff of Historic 
Rapid City.  She graciously gave us some of the back story on the McGillycuddy House.

How did you get involved with the 
McGillycuddy House?
   I was always interested in history and 
historic preservation, but my involvement 
with the McGillycuddy Home was almost 
accidental!  A friend of mine owned a 
large collection of furniture from the Clift 
House on West Boulevard and was con-
sidering putting it up for auction.  I knew 
how rare a collection that large from one 
family was, and wanted to find some way 
to keep it together, so I went looking for a 
buyer.  After a lot of non-interest, I ended 
up in contact with members of the Feigel 
House Preservation Foundation that re-
stored the Feigel house in North Rapid some years earlier.  They had some funds left over 
from their restoration project and they said it could be used for this collection of furniture 
IF I would agree to become president of the organization.  I hadn’t been president of any-
thing before, but I agreed. The organization regrouped, added new members and became 
Historic Rapid City-- a name that better defined its mission.
   At the time, the Clift House was potentially up for sale, and we looked at possibly buy-
ing it.  However, zoning codes would not have allowed the house to be used as a muse-
um, so we put a hold on that plan.  That is when the McGillycuddy Home became avail-
able.  A preservation-minded couple from the community stepped forward and loaned us 
the money to purchase the house.

Tell me about the rehabilitation process, so far…
   So many volunteers, in-kind services, donations and a wonderful board have made the 
McGillycuddy project possible!  Rapid City truly has the most amazing contracting com-
panies, and so many of them have donated time, equipment, and materials to this project.  
Quality Services has also been wonderful with their knowledge and over 500 hours of 
volunteer time they have invested in this project.   QSI got involved because Lance Rom 
and I were board members of the Rapid City Historic Preservation Commission.  One of 
my best friends Adrienne Kerst was also working at QSI.  Because I knew him, Lance 
was one of my first calls when we made some of the first discoveries.
   We got a wild hair one Sunday and thought we would go looking for the original car-
riage step.  We walked to where we thought it would be, stuck a shovel in the ground, 
and immediately found wood.  We stuck the shovel in again and again struck wood and it 
didn’t look like a carriage step at all.  So we stopped, called Lance, and he immediately 

The McGillycuddy House today.



A few McGillycuddy House Artifacts:

   
WHAT OUR CLIENTS 

ARE SAYING:

“Thank you very much.  
I really appreciate the constant 

communication with this project.”

--Miles, Lotis Engineering Group

sent one of the archeologists over.  It turned out that we had just discovered the 
original wooden sidewalk!!!
   Lance also volunteered the QSI team to excavate under the straight-on porch 
after board members Trisha Melahn and Melody Jacobsen discovered a number of 
architectural details underneath the porch as we prepared to have it removed so we 
could return the original style porch to the home.  The straight-on porch had been 
built with such thick concrete walls we had to have it jackhammered out!  During 
that excavation, QSI found more architectural elements, stained glass pieces, door 
hardware and more that have been instrumental in maintaining the home’s integri-
ty.
   The McGillycuddy home is a Victorian Stick Style home, characterized by the 
large X on the front of the home known as flat board banding.  It is only 1 of 2 remaining in the entire state of South Da-
kota.  The flooring is also characterized with large X’s, and it was stained by ox blood for the desired color.  The original 
stained glass in the McGillycuddy house is incredibly unique. A news article from around 1888 states that McGillycuddy 
was making the stained glass windows for the Buell Building then known as the Lakota Block in downtown Rapid City.  

Considering the originality of the stained 
glasswork in the McGillycuddy house, it is 
plausible that Valentine did that work him-
self.
   We are trying to set an example by keep-
ing the home as original as possible, and 
by doing it through donations.  The tongue 
& groove woodwork under the eaves was 
donated from a building in Fairburn.  All of 
the replacement windows were donated.  In 
keeping with the integrity of the original 

home, we opted for the wood shingles and cedar siding that would have been on the house when it was built.
   We have had a few surprises in this rehabilitation process.  One was the huge hole that was cut through structural beams 
in order to install a bathtub onto the second story.  That hole and beam have now been repaired.  Another great surprise 
was finding the original paint perfectly preserved inside the wall under a window.  We were removing a ledge that had 
been added below a window and discovered that a piece of original trim from an outside window was used inside the wall 
when the window was replaced!  We were able to use that trim to have the paint matched so the home is now the original 
colors McGillycuddy had chosen:  green for the Black Hills, red for the race track (roads around the Hills), and cream for 
the Badlands.

What are your future plans for the home once it is fully rehabilitated?
   We are hopeful that as donations and volunteers keep showing up, the home will be rehabilitated soon!  Our desire is 
that it will be at least partially used for a historic museum within Rapid City that is open to the public.  An open house for 
the McGillycuddy home is set for May 25 at 11 am at 727 South Street, Rapid City.  More details can be found on their 
Facebook page, McGillycuddy House, along with numerous photos and the amazing history of Valentine McGillycuddy 
himself.

Flat board banding.

Excavating the wooden sidewalk.

Large X’s on the flooring inside.

A few of the incredible artifacts found at the McGillycuddy House include glass from the stained 
glass windows, air vent grates, and carved stonework (left to right).


