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OUR MISSION:
Through our dedication to 
protecting and preserving non-
renewable cultural resources, 
Quality Services, Inc. (QSI) 
provides innovative solutions 
that are cost effective, timely 
and tailored to each client and 
project.

As our name indicates, 
Quality Services, Inc. 
products are of the highest 
caliber due to our experience, 
knowledge, and thorough 
comprehension of federal, 
state, and local requirements.  

Our excellent working 
relationships with tribal 
organizations, government 
agencies, State Historic 
Preservation Offices and other 
regulatory bodies is key to 
our success in meeting and 
exceeding the needs of our 
clients.

  Service area and office location

October 2017 PROJECT NEWS
Cultural Resource Inventory of Homestead Rest Area
 Quality Services, Inc. (QSI) recent-
ly conducted a Level III cultural resource 
inventory for the Homestead Rest Area 
near Vermillion, SD.  The survey was per-
formed in preparation for improvements 
to the rest area which include demolition 
and replacement of the main building with 
a new Comfort Station and Welcome Cen-
ter, water infrastructure upgrades, modifi-
cations to the grounds and rebuilding/up-
dating the picnic pavilions.
 A record search indicated one 
structure listed on the National Register of 
Historic Places (NRHP) within the proj-
ect area - a sculptural concrete tipi.  It is 
located near the Homestead Rest Area’s 
main building and was listed on the NRHP 
in 2014.  The tipi was designed by Sioux 
Falls architect Ward Whitwam in the 1960s 
and built in the late 1970s.  It is one of nine 
identical structures constructed between 
1968-1979 within the state.  Demolition 

and alteration of the Homestead Rest Ar-
ea’s buildings and grounds will potentially 
impact the tipi’s design, setting, and feel-
ing - compromising its historical integrity.  
However, a determination of no adverse 
effect to the tipi was proposed if mitiga-
tion recommendations and future design 
changes are implemented in consultation 
with the South Dakota State Historic Pres-
ervation Office.
 Thorough documentation of the 
site’s present setting before construction 
commences is recommended.  This in-
cludes photography, mapping, and archi-
val preservation of Whitwam’s original 
plans.  Photogrammetry and laser scan-
ning are also suggested to capture land-
scape features and relationships of objects 
to one another. In addition to documenta-
tion, new building and landscape designs 
compatible with the spirit of Ward Whit-
wam’s tipi are preferred.

Figure 2.  Homestead Rest Area main building 
with tipi in background.

Figure 3.  Picnic pavilion at Homestead Rest Area.  
There are 9 identical pavilions.

Figure 1.  FARO 3D scan output image of the 
historic concrete tipi. 



QSI employees recently attended a training on becom-
ing a more effective consultant.  The training consisted 
of learning more about the company’s mission, effective 
consulting, professionalism, leadership, customer ser-
vice/satisfaction, communications, teamwork, and the 
business basics of QSI.  As part of the training, employ-
ees participated in a team building exercise where they 
were to work together to build the highest free-stand-
ing tower possible with the provided chest of Legos.  
During building, employees were challenged to adapt 
to different project scope changes and timelines.  Pic-
tured below are QSI employees with their Lego towers.

EFFECTIVE CONSULTANT TRAINING

     Nicole Towey

   Mark Carpenter

  BIRTHDAY SO C T.

E M P L O Y E E 
H I G H L I G H T S
Mark Carpenter has been a 
project manager and principal 
investigator of archeology, ar-
chitectural history and histo-
ry at QSI since 2008.  He has 
experience in cultural resource 
management, historical back-
ground research, lithic analysis, 
prehistoric and historic ceramic analysis, and historic ar-
chitectural evaluation.  Currently, he has been performing 
historic research on a South Dakota Game Fish and Parks 
Rapid Creek fisheries improvement project and field su-
pervising a Black Hills National Forest project involving 
cultural resource inventories, evaluations, monitoring and 
testing.  Mark has also recently recorded and performed 
historical research on the 1870s firing range at Ft. Meade 
for a sewer treatment plan upgrade project for Advanced 
Engineering and Environmental Services, Inc. (AE2S).  
Outside of work, Mark enjoys hiking, golfing, reading, and 
visiting museums and historic sites for a better perspective!

A RT I FA C T O F 
T H E  M O N T H
This coin is an artifact from the 
2010 Deadwood Recreation 
Center project.  Displayed on one 
side of the coin is a buffalo and 
the words “UNITED STATES OF 
AMERICA”, “FIVE CENTS”,  

and “E PLURIBUS UNUM.”  E pluribus unum is Latin for 
“out of many, one” and was considered the motto of the U.S. 
until 1956 when “In God We Trust” was adopted.
 Buffalo nickels were produced between 1913-1938.  
They were designed by James E. Fraser, a sculptor and de-
signer born in Winona, Minnesota.  He built up recognition 
as an experienced sculptor before being asked to design a 
new U.S. five cent piece in 1911.  
 Having been raised on the frontier among the Sioux 
Indians and other Native Americans, James designed a buffa-
lo on one side and a Native American profile on the reverse 
side for the U.S. nickel.  The American Bison was endan-
gered just shortly before this time period but after the coin 
was minted in 1913, the buffalo population began to grow.
 The reverse side of the buffalo nickel displays a Na-
tive American head that Fraser designed from a 
combination of three American Indian Chiefs: 
Iron Tail of the Sioux Tribe, Big Tree of Kio-
wa, and Two Moons of Cheyenne.  
 In 2006, Fraser’s original buf-
falo/Native American nickel design 
returned as a gold commemora-
tive coin known as the 1 oz. Gold 
American Buffalo.  In 2008, a 1/10 
oz., 1/4 oz., 1/2 oz., and 1 oz. gold 
coin set was also produced (USA 
Coin Book 2010-2017).

HAPPY 
HALLOWEEN
A few QSI 
employees sup-
ported the Rap-
id City Rush 
on Saturday, 
October 28th 
by attending the 
game in Hal-

loween spirit!  They participated in the costume contest at the 
hockey game and the Queen of Hearts took home 2nd place!  
Pictured above from left to right is Yulia Houk and QSI em-
ployees Elena Houk, Jana Morehouse, and Mark Carpenter.


