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OUR MISSION:
Through our dedication to 
protecting and preserving non-
renewable cultural resources, 
Quality Services, Inc. (QSI) 
provides innovative solutions 
that are cost effective, timely 
and tailored to each client and 
project.

As our name indicates, 
Quality Services, Inc. 
products are of the highest 
caliber due to our experience, 
knowledge, and thorough 
comprehension of federal, 
state, and local requirements.  

Our excellent working 
relationships with tribal 
organizations, government 
agencies, State Historic 
Preservation Offices and other 
regulatory bodies is key to 
our success in meeting and 
exceeding the needs of our 
clients.

  Service area and office location

OCTOBER 2018 PROJECT NEWS:  McKelvie Cabin 
   Our Quality Services, Inc. (QSI)  crew recently visited the site of the McKelvie 
Cabin near the former town of Mystic.  This site was documented in 1993 as the cabin 
of Governor Samuel McKelvie  and his wife Martha of Nebraska, and includes a square 
cabin foundation with porch remains, steps with a cellar attached, cement and rock fish 
pond, collapsed structure, schist and slate rock staircase, three outhouse excavations, 
earthen foundation, rock fire ring, mining related dugout/structure, generator founda-
tion, trash dumps with cans and bottles, and rock lined paths.  

   QSI ’s recent visit for 
site monitoring found 
some damage from struc-
tural decay and fires, and 
natural erosion was noted. 
Most of the wood from 
the site has decayed and is 
no longer present. Some 
of the stone features have 
collapsed and the concrete 
generator pad is frag-
menting.  The locations 
of structures 2 and 3 were 
only recognizable due to 
depressions. In spite of the 
natural degradation of this 
site, it remains eligible as a 
historic property.  

   One notable event at this site 
was the visit of then President 
Calvin Coolidge and his wife 
Grace in July 1927, while the 
President used the Custer State 
Game Lodge as his summer 
White House.  Multiple news 
stories highlighted their stay in 
the Black Hills and their visit 
to the McKelvie’s cabin along 
Slate Creek where the president 
was recorded fishing.  Tourism 
soared following the Coolidge’s 
stay in the Black Hills.



IN OUR COMMUNITY:   

QSI archeologists Jeffrey Larson and Lindsay Scott recently 
dug a 1 meter test unit while conducting a cultural resource 
investigation for a planned cell tower in North Dakota this 
month.  As you can see, this is not just any hole!  It meets 
strict specifications, and each scoop of dirt is screened for 
potential artifacts, following another strict set of guidelines.  
The end result is a perfectly dug cube-shaped hole.   The test 
units are  refilled to prevent any harm to man or creature, 
and original vegetation is replaced.

Environmental Officer and retired Army colonel Bob Grams stopped by the QSI of-
fice to visit us on projects we have assisted the South Dakota Army National Guard 
(SDARNG) with.  He is the liaison between the SDARNG, the US Forest Service, and 
Custer State Park to mitigate the environmental impact of training, and the lead en-
vironmental steward for all training land. Elena Houk sat down with Bob for a quick 
interview.
What do you like best about working in the Environmental office for SDARNG?  
Organization - leadership does a good job of taking care of employees and listening to 
their concerns. I love my job, so I never have to work a day in my life.
What qualities do you seek when selecting your contractors?   
Professionalism, integrity, listen to my needs, delivers on time, on budget, and quality is 
always suburb.
Since 2008 we have completed 24 projects for SD Army National Guard. Why did you 
choose us?
The owner (Lance Rom) – honest, forthright, good communicator, professional. First impression is that you are small, 
not so many employees, still I believe you are a quality company. Today you are larger, but still provide customers with 
excellent product.
What do you like about what our company does for SD Army National Guard?  
QSI  helps South Dakota Army National Guard to provide excellent training opportunities for the soldiers. For the work 
we do, without Quality Services, Inc., training opportunities would be limited on public lands. 
What do you wish other people know about Quality Services, Inc.?  
They care about their customers, they provide excellent service, they are a professional organization, they have integrity.  
They say what they mean, and do what they say.

HOW TO DIG A HOLE:
1. Location:  Hole is generally dug where there is greatest 
chance of construction disturbance. Here the hole is in the 
center of where the proposed cell tower will be built.
2. Frame: A perfect square is outlined with long nails, 
string, and exact measurements before the digging com-
mences. 
3. Soil Caps: Grass is carefully removed with root struc-
ture in place, and set aside until the hole is refilled and 
grass replaced.
4. Digging: Soil is dug in 10 cm increments while main-
taining a flat surface within the hole.  Each shovel-full is 
then screened over a tarp for ease of dirt replacement. The 
goal is artifact location!
5. Stratigraphy: Soil layers are carefully documented 
from within the hole before soil is replaced.

In the Field:


