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Project News - Rapid City Downtown Survey

GIS Department Highlights

Architectural historian Brenna Moloney 
has recently presented draft findings 
of the 2016 Rapid City downtown area 
survey conducted by Quality Services, 
Inc. (QSI) for the City of Rapid City 
from Nov. 2016 to Feb. 2017.  The pur-
pose of this survey was to inventory 
the architecture and present conditions 
of the commercial buildings within the 
survey area, identify potentially eligi-
ble historic resources within the survey 
area, prepare or update South Dakota 
State Historic Preservation Office 
structure forms for potentially eligible 
and listed properties, and to make pre-
liminary recommendations for future 
use, interpretation and development. 
The area surveyed is bounded by Omaha 
Street on the north, St. Joseph Street 
on the south (except for the block 
between 4th and 5th Streets where the 
boundary extends an additional block 

and a half), 5th Street on the west, and 
Maple Street on the east. This total area 
is commonly referred to as East of 5th.
East of 5th has a long history of 
use (having had once used land for 
storing hay and grain in open lots) 
and its architecture has not always 
looked the way that it does today. 
A shift in architectural development 
from the historically significant use of 
land was noticed in the last two decades 
of the 19th-Century.  The survey area
now currently contains primarily 20th-
Century commercial architecture, al-
though some domestic, religious and 
institutional buildings are also present.  
Some buildings possess historical and 
visual integrity, meaning the physical 
characteristics of that building are intact 
enough to convey the building’s history.  
After survey of the area, Brenna recom-
mended that twelve buildings within the 

East of 5th area be considered eligible.  
Designation of these nominations allows 
for recognition of the unique architec-
tural and cultural assets present with-
in the survey area, which may allow 
property owners benefits and opportu-
nities.  With these results, it is hoped 
that the survey will provide the City of 
Rapid City, the Historic Preservation 
Commission and other interested parties 
with information to help guide future 
development in this area. Contact 
Brenna for more specific details on the 
survey results and history of the area!

In a recent project, the QSI mappers have used Google’s 3D aerial imagery to run 
a viewshed analysis to determine which structures would be directly visible from a 
specific tower.  The record search for this tower had revealed 111 historic proper-
ties within the visual area of potential effects (APE).  With this aerial imagery, they 
were able to reduce the APE and eliminate the need to visit 59 historic properties 
in the field!  Pictured on the top is the viewshed analysis map (pink dot and line 
represent the tower; green areas represent the direct line of sight to the tower).

Another interesting project involved developing a map for the downtown Rapid City 
survey that organized building construction dates by decade using tax assessment 
data and shapefiles.  A reoccurring problem with designing this map was the rapidly 
changing commercial landscape of the area - a problem that has already caused 
the map to become out-of-date.  However, this map represents a snapshot in time 
which can aid in city planning and historic preservation of the study area.  Pictured 
on the bottom is the downtown Rapid City survey area map of construction dates 
by decade using a graduated symbology of green (most recent) to red (oldest).  



ARTIFACT
OF THE MONTH

This month’s featured artifact is a Frozen 
Charlotte doll.  Frozen Charlotte dolls 
were very popular in the late 19th and early 
20th centuries.  They are small and made 
of unglazed porcelain, with no movable 
limbs.  Their color is pale white, with only 
the slightest of color in the cheeks, hair, 
lips and eyes.  Originally manufactured in 
Germany around 1850, the doll was made 
as a child’s bath time toy. Frozen Charlotte 
dolls were inspired by a Seba Smith poem 
entitled, “A Corpse Going to a Ball,” - a 
cautionary tale (later made into a popular 
folk song, “Fair Charlotte”) about a young 

lady who refused to bundle up in the winter 
for a sleigh ride to the New Year’s Eve ball 
with her sweetheart and ended up freezing 
to death.  An insert from the poem reads, 
“He took her hand in his - O, God! ‘Twas 
cold and hard as stone, He tore the man-
tle from her face, cold stars upon it shone; 
Then quickly to the glowing hall, her 
lifeless form he bore, Fair Charlotte’s 
eyes were closed in death, her voice 
was heard no more.”  QSI cataloged 
this doll on October 19, 2016.  This doll 
was an artifact from the 2010 construc-
tion of the Deadwood Recreation Center.

PET of the MONTH
Pepper is a six-year-old Welsh Corgi 
from South  Dakota.  She loves stomach 
rubs, dog treats, her hedgehog toys, 
her best friend Rainier, and meeting 
new people. Pepper is working on 
not getting mad when there are other 
dogs on T.V.  She doesn’t let her short 
legs hold her back! In her free time, 
Pepper enjoys the tunnel and jumps 
at Tails N Training, and swimming in 
Rapid Creek at the dog park.  Pepper 
has really enjoyed her time at QSI.  
She apologizes for barking at the 
mailmen and for sneak-attack licks! 

Employee 
Highlights

Patricia Turbiville

Meet Pepper!

Patricia is a forester, environ-
mental specialist and GIS 
specialist at QSI and has been 
with the team since 2014.  She 
specializes in forestry, wetland 
delineation analysis, and threat-
ened and endangered species 
consultation.  Recently, Patricia 
has been completing the process 
to become a Natural Resource 
Conservation Service (NRCS) 
Technical Service Provider 
(TSP). She has also been 
working on a forestry stew-
ardship plan across 123 acres, 
working with clients on new 
timber management projects, 
and is involved in contracts 
with the U.S. Forest Service in 
South Dakota and Wyoming.

“You guys are so good!  I’ve always marveled how quick you respond to us.”
– Melissa Maher (Moreau-Grand Electric Cooperative)

Customer Quotes

“Pepper shows up every day with a smile, 
ready to do her job around the office, and 
always has a positive attitude.” - Elena


